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Dear member of the Council of the European Union,


We address you to encourage you to take an active stand for the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. The revised European Security Strategy will be decided upon in December and Your influence on the inclusion of resolution 1325 are of outmost importance.

Our organization, Operation 1325, gathers representatives from five Swedish peace and women organizations
 with the aim to contribute to the full implementation of the resolution in question. We would like to raise your attention to a number of questions referring to the accomplishment of resolution 1325.

As advocators of UNSCR 1325, we are most concerned about the current European Security Strategy, specifically about the lack of reference to UNSCR 1325, gender and women in general. We therefore highly appreciate the revising of the strategy and hope that the negligence of UN resolution 1325 and a gender perspective on security will be amended. 

UNSCR 1325, the international norms and standards expressed in the Millennium Development Goals, the CEDAW and other human rights treaties and conventions are binding for the European Union. The absence of UNSCR 1325 and references to gender and women are therefore both surprising and saddening.

Special attention should be made to the role of women and women’s organizations as peace agents in peace building. For that reason we urge you not to vote for a European Security Strategy. The strategy does not emphasize the importance of women’s participation in peace-building and conflict resolution, the importance of consulting women’s organizations in peace agreements and on fact-finding missions and the importance of gender mainstreaming and gender analyses in planning, implementation and evaluation of work on peace and security. 

There are clear and established links between peace, security and gender equality but the European Security Strategy does not acknowledge these facts. Gender inequality, the wide spread and systematic use of violence against women during and after conflicts and the exclusion of women from decision making bodies, are major threats against security. Without taking this into consideration, a European Security Strategy is likely to fail.

We are furthermore very concerned about the current focus on terrorism and organized crime as major threats against a secure Europe with the following low focus on securing international peace and civilian contributions to conflict resolution and peace-building. It is essential that a European Security Strategy encompasses both approaches. A strong commitment to civil peace-building in the world, as well as gender issues on peace and security, will result in a more secure Europe.

We therefore encourages you as a member of the Council of the European Union to use the revising of the European Security Strategy as an opportunity to include resolution 1325 in the strategy and thereby promoting a Europe that is building peace for both women and men. We look forward to your answer!

Yours Sincerely

Birgitta Ahlqvist

Chair person of Operation 1325

� The Swedish section of Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Women for Peace, UNIFEM Sweden, the Swedish Ecumenical Women’s Council and the Federation of International Associations for Immigrant Women. 
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